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Research Summary
I am a social cognition researcher with a focus on automatic behavior
and cognition. I study how people make fast decisions under
uncertainty and how social category information can impact this
process. My program of research has three primary themes:
advancing theory in social psychology using computational modeling,
developing innovative experimental methodologies, and promoting
open science practices.

Recent topics of study include police use of deadly force, embodied
cognition, and real-world group disparities. I study these topics by
analyzing both experimental and archival data.
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Editorial Positions & Reviews
Mymajor editorial focus over the past five years has been building our
field’s first peer-review, preregistration-only journal, Comprehensive
Results in Social Psychology. Co-founded with Dr. Kai Jonas and with
an international board of Associate Editors, we have so far published
three full volumes and two special issues. At the same time, I have
been Associate Editor for twomajor social psychology journals and
have completed ad-hoc reviews for a wide range of outlets.
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Situated Social Cognition, with Kai Jonas
Social Cognition
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Hong Kong Grants Council | 2014, 2016, 2017
U.S.-Israel Binational Science Foundation | 2016

Ad-Hoc Reviews
– Proceedings of the
National Academy of
Sciences

– Personality and Social
Psychology Review

– Current Directions in
Psychological Science

– Perspectives on
Psychological Science

– Journal of Personality and
Social Psychology

– Psychological Science

– Consciousness and
Cognition

– Frontiers in Cognition

– Journal of Applied
Psychology

– Journal of Experimental
Social Psychology

– Journal of Research in
Personality

– Social and Personality
Psychology Compass

– European Journal of
Social Psychology

– Group Processes &
Intergroup Relations

– Social Cognition

– Memory &Cognition

– Cognition

– Emotion

– Basic and Applied Social
Psychology

– Journal of Applied Social
Psychology

– Journal of Advertising

– Motivation and Emotion

– Media Psychology

– Simulation and Gaming

– Population Research and
Policy Review

https://tandfonline.com/loi/rrsp20
https://tandfonline.com/loi/rrsp20


Invited &Conference Talks
2019

• Grand Rapids Community College
Psychology Department Speaker Series
Invited Talk, Topic 26

• 6thWorld Conference on Research Integrity
University of Hong Kong, Hong Kong
Invited Talk, Topic 27

• Ohio State University | Columbus, OH
Social Psychology Area Colloquium
Invited Talk, Topic 26

• AnnualMeeting of the Society for Personality and
Social Psychology | Portland, OR
SIPS Preconference
Invited Talk, Topic 27

2018
• Leibniz Institute for Psychology Information (ZPID) |
Trier, Germany
Registered ReportsWorkshop
Invited Keynote Talk, Topic 27

• Annual meeting of the Society for Personality and
Social Psychology | Atlanta, GA
Professional Development Session
Orangizer and Presenter, Topic 25

2017
• Loyola University Chicago
Applied Social Psychology Colloquium
Invited Talk, Topic 24

• Duck Conference on Social Cognition | North Carolina
Invited Talk, Topic 24

• AnnualMeeting of theMidwestern Psychological
Association | Chicago, IL
Invited Talk, Topic 24

• Michigan State University
Cognitive ForumColloquium
Invited Talk, Topic 26

2016
• Michigan State University
Faculty Seminar Series
Invited Talk, Topic 26

• Annual meeting of the Society for Personality and
Social Psychology | San Diego, CA
Social Cognition Preconference
Invited Talk, Topic 22

• Annual meeting of the Society for Personality and
Social Psychology | San Diego, CA
Paper Presented, Topic 23

Talk Topics
27. A view of peer-reviewed

preregistration from
Comprehensive Results in
Social Psychology.

26. Are Police Officers Biased
in the Decision to Shoot?
Analyses of Real-World
and Laboratory Decision
Data.

25. Preregistration: A Debate.

24. Questioning the use of
experimental social
psychology to understand
disparate outcomes: The
case of race bias in police
shootings.

23. A Critical Examination of
Race Bias in Experimental
First Person Shooter
Tasks: A Plea for Caution.

22. CognitiveModeling in
Social Cognition: The
Case of Race Bias in the
Decision to Shoot.

21. Race bias in decisions to
shoot: New
methodological, statistical,
and conceptual territory.

20. Race and the decision to
shoot: Understanding the
psychology of decision
making.

19. Please, let’s stop talking
about fish.

18. Bodies in context: Power
poses as a computation of
action possibility.

17. The role of coalitions in
threat regulation.

16. Priming, replication, and
models of automaticity.

15. A resource assessment
framework for
automaticity.

14. Context and the
computation of action
possibility.

13. The relation between
bodily states and
psychological states: The
role of context.



• Annual meeting of the American Psychological Society |
Chicago, IL
Discussant and Symposium chair, Topic 21

2015
• Michigan State University
Clinical Psychology Colloquium
Invited Talk, Topic 21

• University of Cincinnati - Blue Ash
Presentation for the public speaker series Police, Race, and
Trust
Invited Keynote Talk, Topic 22

• Duck Conference on Social Cognition | North Carolina
Invited Talk, Topic 23

• Purdue University
Social Psychology Area Colloquium
Invited Talk, Topic 23

• Annual meeting of the Society for Personality and
Social Psychology | Long Beach, CA
Social Cognition Preconference
Award address for the 2014 Best Paper Award (with Bertram
Gawronski) from the International Social Cognition Network,
Topic 19

• Michigan State University
Social - Personality Psychology Area Colloquium
Invited Talk, Topic 21

2014
• Wayne State University
Cognitive, Developmental, and Social Psychology Colloquium
Invited Talk, Topic 18

• Frontiers inMotivation Science Conference |Mohonk,
NY
Invited Talk, Topic 16

• Meeting of the European Association of Social
Psychology | Amsterdam, Netherlands
Paper presented at the Self-Regulation of Threat
Preconference
Invited Talk, Topic 17

• Meeting of the European Association of Social
Psychology | Amsterdam, Netherlands
Paper Presented, Topic 18

• AnnualMeeting of the Society for Experimental Social
Psychology | Columbus, OH
Paper Presented, Topic 16

12. Using heuristic decision
strategies to design
effective Patient Decision
Aids (PtDAs).

11. Increasing or decreasing
interest in activities: The
role of regulatory fit.

10. Assessments of
coalitional, bodily, and
structural resources
impact automatic action
preparation.

9. The ecology of
automaticity

8. Ecological influences on
construct accessibility.

7. A (very) thinly veiled
attempt to solicit feedback
onmy grant application.

6. A framework for
understandingmessage
framing effects.

5. How different
self-regulatory systems
produce differences in
motivated cognition.

4. Regulatory fit and
messagematching:
Similarities, Differences,
and Interactions.

3. What can amotivational
approach to automatic
social behavior tell us
about social cognition?

2. Understanding health
behavioral change:
Contributions of
regulatory focus and fit.

1. Understanding automatic
social behavior as
motivated preparation to
interact.



2013
• Northwestern University
Social Psychology Colloquium
Invited Talk, Topic 16

• Duck Conference on Social Cognition | North Carolina
Invited Talk, Topic 18

• AnnualMeeting of theMidwestern Psychological
Association | Chicago, IL
Invited Talk, Topic 15

2012
• Duck Conference on Social Cognition | North Carolina
Invited Talk, Topic 14

• University ofMichigan
Social Psychology Colloquium
Invited Talk, Topic 15

• Frontiers inMotivation Science Conference |Windham,
NY
Invited Talk, Topic 13

2011
• Michigan State University
Social - Personality Psychology Colloquium
Invited Talk, Topic 12

• AnnualMeeting of the Society for Personality and
Social Psychology | San Antonio, TX
Paper Presented, Topic 11

• AnnualMeeting of the Society for Personality and
Social Psychology | San Antonio, TX
Paper Presented, Topic 10

2010
• University ofWesternOntario
Social Psychology Colloquium
Invited Talk, Topic 9

• Duck Conference on Social Cognition | North Carolina
Invited Talk, Topic 7

• University of Chicago
Social Psychology Colloquium
Invited Talk, Topic 9

• University of Toronto
Social - Personality Psychology Colloquium
Invited Talk, Topic 9

• Frontiers inMotivation Science Conference |Windham,
NY
Invited Talk, Topic 9

• Michigan State University
Cognitive Psychology Colloquium
Invited Talk, Topic 9

Other
Presentations
2019
Neuroleadership Summit, NYC

2018
Command Staff, East Lansing
Police Department

Michigan State University
Police Department

2017
MSUHonors College Fireside
Chat series

MSUCollege of Social Science
Alumni Leadership Council

Neuroleadership Summit, NYC

Training Academy Leadership,
Milwaukee Police Department

Police & Fire Commission,
Milwaukee Police Department

Command Staff, Milwaukee
Police Department

Executive Staff, Milwaukee
Police Department

2016
Training Academy Leadership,
Milwaukee Police Department

2015
Training Division, Michigan
State Police

2013
Great Lakes Cancer Institute’s
Colorectal Cancer Screening
Task Force, McLaren Cancer
Institute

2011
Great Lakes Cancer Institute’s
Colorectal Cancer Screening
Task Force, McLaren Cancer
Institute



• AnnualMeeting of the Society for Personality and
Social Psychology | Las Vegas, NV
Paper Presented, Topic 8

2009
• Indiana University - Bloomington
Social Psychology Colloquium
Invited Talk, Topic 9

• Duck Conference on Social Cognition | North Carolina
Invited Talk, Topic 9

• Ohio University
Departmental Colloquium
Invited Talk, Topic 9

• Ohio University
Social Psychology Colloquium
Invited Talk, Topic 6

• Annual meeting of the Society for Personality and
Social Psychology | Tampa, FL
Attitudes Preconference
Invited Talk, Topic 6

• Annual meeting of the Society for Personality and
Social Psychology | Tampa, FL
Paper Presented, Topic 9

2008
• Kansai University | Osaka, Japan
Departmental Colloquium
Invited Talk, Topic 9

• University of Tokyo | Tokyo, Japan
Departmental Colloquium
Invited Talk, Topic 9

• Japanese Society of Social Psychology Conference |
Kyushu Island, Japan
Invited Talk, Topic 5

• Duck Conference on Social Cognition | North Carolina
Invited Talk, Topic 3

• University of Chicago
Social Psychology Colloquium
Invited Talk, Topic 2

• NewDirections inMotivation Science Conference |
Columbia University
Invited Talk, Topic 2

• University of Chicago
Center for Decision Research
Invited Talk, Topic 3

• Michigan State University
Cognitive Psychology colloquium
Invited Talk, Topic 3



• Annual meeting of the Society for Personality and
Social Psychology | Albuquerque, NM
Social Cognition Preconference
Invited Talk, Topic 1

• Annual meeting of the Society for Personality and
Social Psychology | Albuquerque, NM
Paper Presented, Topic 4

• International Congress of Psychology | Berlin, Germany
Paper Presented, Topic 3

2005
• First Joint ActionMeeting | Newark, NJ
Rutgers University
Invited Talk, Topic 1

• Annual Four Colleges Graduate Student Conference
Princeton University
Paper Presented, Topic 1

• Annual meeting of theMidwestern Psychological
Association | Chicago, IL
Paper Presented, Topic 1



Teaching Philosophy
A liberal arts education seeks “to liberate the capacities of the
individual through self-understanding, self-cultivation, and
self-control.” This serves as a foundation for my undergraduate
courses in twoways:

First, I organize my classes around principles of human social
behavior. Although students will forget much of the detailed material
in their courses, if they can learn the underlying principles governing
the humanmind they will be able to apply these principles throughout
their lives.

Second, I encourage students in my courses to adopt an “intellectual
stance” with two core features: (1) respect for each individual person
and (2) free inquiry and intellectual integrity. As I note in my syllabi,
“Criticism, exploration, and scrutiny of all topics and ideas are
requirements for a free and open society as well as for meaningful
intellectual development.” I expect students to undertake this
exploration – which is the cornerstone of science – with the highest
standards of intellectual integrity and respect for the person.

Teaching
Courses Taught: Undergraduate
Michigan State University

– Introductory Psychology
– Social Differentiation and Inequality
– Social Psychology
– Stereotypes, Prejudice, & Discrimination
– Attitudes and Social Cognition (writing intensive)

Courses Taught: Graduate
Michigan State University

– Theories in Social Psychology
– Social Cognition
– Stereotypes, Prejudice, & Discrimination

Advising
Graduate Students | Primary Ph.D. Advisor
Michigan State University

– Alejandro Carrillo, 2019-Present
∗ University Distinguished Fellowship Award

– Prachi Solanki, 2019-Present
– Jenna Harder, 2015-Present

∗ University Distinguished Fellowship Award
– Victor Keller, 2015-Present
– David Johnson, 2012-2017
– Katie Corker, 2007 - 2012

∗ University Distinguished Fellowship Award
– NaoHagiwara-Livingston, 2006 - 2010

Other Teaching
Barnard College
Psychology of Personality (with
Lab)

Columbia University
Seminar in Social Cognition

Secondary
Advising
MSUPsychology unless noted

Doctoral Committees
Evan Good
Samantha Schires
TayoMoss, Kinesiology
SimonGolden
Abdifatah Ali
Young June Sah, Media &
Information
Mostafa Papi, Second Language
Studies
Soo Yun Shin, Communication
David Clare, Communication
Shannon Cruz, Communication
Felix Cheung
EricMarinich, Management
Robert Davison, Management
Nicole Forrester, Kinesiology
MelissaMcDonald
Christopher Carpenter,
Communication
Elizabeth Byma, Nursing
Kurt Peters, University of
WesternOntario

Comprehensive Exam&
Prelim Committees
Hans Schroder
Ying Cheng, Communication
You-Kyung Lee, Educational
Psychology & Educational
Technology

Master's Committee
Daisuke Katsumata
Katelin Leahy
John Kubinski
AndrewDefever
Chelsea Kneip
Peter Kvam
Catherine Dodson
Rachel O’Connor
AlanWedd



Undergraduate Students |McNair & SROP Scholars
Michigan State University

– Pero Dagbovie (Summer 2018, Summer 2019)

∗ Winner, 2019UURAF 1st place poster presentation
∗ PURI award recipient, 2018

– Brianna Benjamin (Summer 2017)
– Romulus Castelo (Summer 2016)
– Matthew Bolton (Summer 2016)
– Megan Covington (Summer 2013)
– Shayla Thrash (Spring/Summer 2009)

∗ Awarded College of Social Science scholarship

UndergraduateStudents |NSFResearchExperiences for
Undergraduates
Michigan State University, Integrative Biology of Social Behaviors
Program

– Chelsea Osuji (Summer 2015)
– Erica Ross (Summer 2014)

Undergraduate Students | Honors Students &
Professorial Assistants
Michigan State University

– Caitlin Patton (Professorial Assistant, 2019-present)
– Elizabeth Litwin (Professorial Assistant, 2019-present)
– HarliWood (Honors Thesis Chair, 2018-2019)
– CarolynMiner (Professorial Assistant, 2017-present)
– Valerie Kemp (2016-2019)

∗ Winner, 2019UURAF 1st place poster presentation
∗ Winner, 2018UURAF 1st place poster presentation
∗ PURI award recipient, 2017

– Trevor Tress (Professorial Assistant, 2015-2019)
– Joshua Confer (Honors Thesis CommitteeMember, 2018)
– ThaliaMaronto (Honors Thesis Chair, 2017-2018)

∗ AwardedHonors College Scholarship to fund research

– Lauren Kafi Crymes (Professorial Assistant, 2017-2018)
– James Doman (Professorial Assistant, 2015-2016)
– Jessica Chan (Professorial Assistant, 2012-2016)
– Ben Caldwell (Professorial Assistant, 2012-2016)
– Zack Favreau (Professorial Assistant, 2013-2015)
– Stephen Buskirk (2012-2015, Honors Thesis committee
member)

Other Advising
Psychology Scholars | 2019 -
2020
SamMotzny

Early CareerMentor | 2016
Annual meeting of the Society
for Personality and Social
Psychology, San Diego, CA.



Service
University Level

– Department of Police and Public Safety Oversight Committee,
Chair: 2017 - present

– Department of Police and Public Safety Oversight Committee,
member: Fall 2016 - present

– Social Science Scholars Program, College of Social Science,
Advisory Board: 2017 - present

– Police Chief search committeemember: Fall 2018

– Comparative Politics search committeemember, Political
Science Department: Fall 2018

– Minority Politics College of Social Science Thematic Area
Proposal, Core Committeemember: 2017 - 2018

– Strategic Planning Steering Committee, College of Social
Science: 2016 - 2017

– Political Methodology and Computational Social Science search
committeemember, Political Science Department: Fall 2016

Psychology Department
– Psychology Honors Scholar Program, FacultyMentor: Fall
2019 - Present

– Human Participants in Research Committee, member: Spring
2014 - present

– Lawrence A.MesséMemorial Lecture Series, Chair: 2014 -
present

– Social/Personality Area chair: 2014 - 2016, 2019 - present

– Advisory Committee, Psychology Department: Fall 2016 -
Spring 2019

– Social/Personality Area Brown Bag chair: Fall 2007, Spring
2011, Spring 2013, Fall 2016, Fall 2019

– Political Psychology search committee chair, Psychology
Department: Fall 2018 - Spring 2019

– Psychology Department Chair Search Committeemember: Fall
2017

– Behavioral Neuroscience Job Search Committeemember, two
searches (Affirmative Action Advocate): Fall 2015

– Interdisciplinary Hiring and Scholarship committeemember:
January 2015 - December 2015

– Social/Personality Area Comprehensive Exam committee chair:
Summer 2009 - 2011

– Social/Personality Area Job Search Committeemember: Fall
2007, Fall 2014

– Cognitive Area Job Search Committeemember: Fall 2009

Honors & Awards
College of Social Science
Provost Undergraduate
Research Initiative Award:
2017, 2018, 2019

MSUPsychology
APACulture of Service Award:
2017

SPSP
Daniel M.Wegner Theoretical
Innovation Prize: 2014

International Social Cognition
Network
Best Paper Award: 2007 &
2014

Society for Experimental
Social Psychology
Member: 2013

Michigan Cancer Consortium
”Spirit of Collaboration” Award:
2011

SPSP
Student Travel Award
CompetitionWinner: 2005

SPSP
Student Poster Competition,
HonorableMentions: 2004 &
2005

Columbia University
Faculty Fellowship: 2000 -
2005

Columbia University
Richard ChristieMemorial
Fund Recipient: 2004

National Science Foundation
Graduate Research Fellowship
Recipient: 2000 - 2003

Pre - 2000
Phi Beta Kappa
Golden Key National Honors
Society



Metrics &MediaMentions
FormalMetrics
Google Scholar
+3400 citations | h-index = 20 | i10 index = 26

Web of Science
+1300 citations | h-index = 15

Most Cited Paper
Cesario et al. (2004) JPSP: +1000 citations

Top Three Altmetric Scores
Johnson et al. (2019) PNAS: 1479
Cesario et al. (2019) SPPS: 736
Cesario et al. (2018) SPPS: 136

SelectMediaMentions
(includes clickable links)

Police Officer Decision-Making

– NPR: All Things Considered withMartin Kaste | July 2019

– The Guardian | July 2019

– TheNew York Times | July 2019

– TheWall Street Journal | July 2019

– Quillette | July 2019

– NPR: Stateside with Lester Graham onMichigan Radio |
September 2018

– National Review | August 2018

– The Laura Coates Show: Sirius XM Live Interview | August 2018

– TheWashington Free Beacon | June 2018

– Quality Policing Podcast | September 2017

– National Review | July 2017

Priming

– Vox |May 2017

– Scientific AmericanMind |March 2017

– National Geographic | November 2013

– The Chronicle of Higher Education | January 2013

Power Poses

– CBCRadio: “Quirks &Quarks” with BobMcDonald | September
2017

– The Guardian | September 2017

– AAAS | September 2017

– Huffington Post | September 2017

– Newsweek | September 2017

– TimeMagazine | September 2017

https://www.npr.org/2019/07/26/745731839/new-study-says-white-police-officers-are-not-more-likely-to-shoot-minority-suspe
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2019/jul/22/us-police-diversity-racial-disparities-fatal-shootings-study
https://www.nytimes.com/reuters/2019/07/22/us/22reuters-usa-police-race.html
https://www.wsj.com/articles/a-reality-check-on-racism-and-urban-decay-11564526888
https://quillette.com/2019/07/27/dont-blame-police-racism-for-americas-violence-epidemic/
http://www.michiganradio.org/post/stateside-msu-gymnastics-teacher-faces-charges-why-police-bias-training-may-fall-short
http://www.michiganradio.org/post/stateside-msu-gymnastics-teacher-faces-charges-why-police-bias-training-may-fall-short
https://www.nationalreview.com/2018/08/elizabeth-warren-lies-about-criminal-justice-system-racism/
https://lauracoates.com/
http://freebeacon.com/issues/study-no-racial-difference-police-shootings-compared-crime-rates/
https://qualitypolicing.com/qpp-extra-radiolab-got-it-wrong/
https://www.nationalreview.com/2017/07/police-shootings-black-men-race-not-reason-causal-effect/
https://www.vox.com/science-and-health/2017/3/20/14915076/7-psychological-concepts-explain-trump-politics
https://www.scientificamerican.com/article/the-warmth-of-friendship-the-chill-of-betrayal/
http://phenomena.nationalgeographic.com/2013/11/26/welcome-to-the-era-of-big-replication/
http://chronicle.com/article/Power-of-Suggestion/136907/
http://cbc.ca/1.4302014
http://cbc.ca/1.4302014
https://www.theguardian.com/money/shortcuts/2017/sep/13/the-power-pose-is-dead-heres-how-to-really-stand-strong
https://www.eurekalert.org/pub_releases/2017-09/msu-ens091017.php
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/power-poses-dont-work_us_59b7fd29e4b031cc65cd0f4f
http://www.newsweek.com/power-poses-dont-make-you-more-powerful-studies-664261
http://time.com/4949675/power-poses-confidence/
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